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- Understand WHY CORSIA 

- Understand all CORSIA’s nature 

- Understand how it works and all requirements that apply to all 
parties involved 

- Understand the interconnections between them 

- Understand the importance of good implementation and 
consequences if not appropriate applicability of CORSIA provisions

DEEPER UNDERSTANDING 
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→ CNG 2020 goal agreed in 2010

WHY CORSIA?
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CORSIA PROCESS

2016

• ICAO Assembly. Assembly Resolution A39-3 States requested the 
Council to develop SARPs and related guidance material

2017

• Drafting CORSIA requirements “SARPs” for the implementation of 
the monitoring, reporting and verification system under the 
CORSIA

2018

• SARPs adopted by ICAO Council

• States to approve/disapprove and file differences to  SARPs

2019

• SARPs to be applicable

• Emissions Monitoring starts

• ICAO Assembly. Assembly Resolution A40-19
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CORSIA’s nature
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Offsets

Money
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2019
MRV starts

Baseline:
Average emissions

2019-2020
Between participating 

States

2021:Offsetting requirements

Sector’s emissions between 

participating States

CO2 to be 

offset

CO2 not to 
be offset
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Offsets

Money
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Offsetting vs CAP

Allowances

Money
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→ CORSIA sets up two key obligations, with different timetables but 
extremely related and dependent between each other. 

HOW it Works and requirements

MRV

From 2019

Offsetting 
from 2021
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MRV from 2019

→ A key component of CORSIA implementation

→ Essential for a robust and effective implementation of CORSIA and has a key 
role to ensure environmental integrity, transparency and a level playing field 
among all aeroplane operators (AO) as well as trust and confidence in the 
scheme

→ MRV is needed to determine the CORSIA baseline

→ MRV is needed to collect information on CO2 emissions from international 
aviation on an annual basis to compare against the baseline.
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Offsetting from 2021

→ Participation of States from 2021 determines the coverage of emissions to 
be offset by CORSIA: 

• A flight covered by CORSIA for offsetting requirements if both States 
connecting the flight are participating

• A flight will not be covered by CORSIA for offsetting requirements if one or 
both of States connecting the flight are not participating

→ However, AOs are required to monitor, verify and report all international 
flights from 2019  (unless the AO is excluded). 
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Aeroplane Operators

WHO WHAT WHEN

AO > 10,000 tonnes CO2 
international aviation 

• excluding: 
- Aircraft ≤ 5,700 Kg 

MTOW
- humanitarian, medical 

and firefighting

MRV CO2 All International 
flights Annually from 2019

Offsetting CO2 flights 
between participating 

States

Every three years from 
2021

Regardless State of Registration, regardless if the State has voluntereed or not
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CORSIA PHASED IMPLEMENTATION

“Voluntary Phase”

2021-2023: (Pilot Phase) States can voluntarily opt-in. 

2024-2026: First Phase, States can also voluntarily opt-in.

“Compulsory Phase”

2027-2035: Second Phase, All states unless exempted (although 
they can volunteer to participate)

Decision to be taken before 30 June every year starting in 2020
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CORSIA PHASED IMPLEMENTATION

Exempted 
States 

Least Developed Countries 
e.g. Afghanistan, Nepal, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan

Landlocked Developing 
Countries e.g. Afghanistan, 

Nepal, Bhutan

Small Island Developing 
Countries e.g Maldives, 

Bahamas, Cuba

States with low aviation
activity: below 0.5% 

individually Or beyond  
90% in cumulative terms 

(2018 RTK)

Socio-economic criteria Aviation-related criteria
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https://www.icao.int/s
ustainability/Documen
ts/RTK%20ranking/Int
ernational%20RTK%20
rankings_2018_SIDS_L
DC_LLDC.pdf

https://www.icao.int/sustainability/Documents/RTK ranking/International RTK rankings_2018_SIDS_LDC_LLDC.pdf
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VOLUNTARY STATES (as of November 2019)

81 States have
volunteered to 
participate in CORSIA 
from 2021
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MRV & Offsetting Obligations with Phased
Implementation

Offsetting only
from 2027

Voluntary Phase 2021-2026

Compulsory Phase 2027-2035 
based on RTK 2018

No requirements

MRV 

MRV & Offsetting
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CORSIA Documents

Implementation elements
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SARPs – Annex 16 Volume IV

→ Adopted by the Council on 27 June 2018. 

→ First Edition of Annex 16, Volume IV was shared with 
Contracting States through State letter AN 1/17.14 – 18/78 
dated 20 July 2018

→ Provides the necessary actions (the “what” and “when”) 

→ To be implemented through national regulation
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SARPs – Annex 16 Volume IV



22Strengthening the partnership in aviation between the EU and South Asia

→ Doc 9501 provides general guidelines on the interpretation of SARPs 
Annex 16, Volume IV

→ To be periodically revised under the supervision of the ICAO CAEP 
Steering Group 

→ Harmonization purposes. Provides the “How”

→ Standardized Templates 

→ Most recent information available to administrating authorities, 
aeroplane operators, verification bodies and other interested parties

ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNICAL MANUAL
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→ Additional ICAO Documents are referenced in SARPs to implement 
CORSIA. They become available at different points in time

→ Documents:

IMPLEMENTATION ELEMENTS

- CORSIA States for Chapter 3 State Pairs

- ICAO Estimation and Reporting Tool (CERT)

- CORSIA Eligible Fuels
• CORSIA Eligibility Framework and Requirements for Sustainability Certification Schemes

• CORSIA Approved Sustainability Certification Schemes

• CORSIA Sustainability Criteria for CORSIA Eligible Fuels

• CORSIA Default Life Cycle Emissions Values for CORSIA Eligible Fuels

• CORSIA Methodology for Calculating Actual Life Cycle Emissions Values

- CORSIA Eligible Emission Units
• CORSIA Emissions Unit Eligibility Criteria

• CORSIA Eligible Emissions Units

- CORSIA Central Registry
• CORSIA Central Registry: Information and Data for the Implementation of CORSIA

• CORSIA Central Registry (CCR): Information and Data for Transparency
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→ Global approach to address impact of aviation in climate change

→ The more States join CORSIA, the more emissions are covered by the 
scheme

→ Fully dependent on implementation of CORSIA from States to:

→ ICAO Council will conduct a periodic review of the implementation of the 
CORSIA every three years, starting in 2022 and a special review in 2032

IMPORTANCE OF CORSIA. REVIEWS

Gather data Mitigate emissions

Ensuring Compliance. Enforcement
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